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his subordinates ascended the great gateway of the gaol,
and sat on the flat roof to listen. After a time they
heard a boom, as of distant cannon; it was followed
by a fainter noise, -which sounded like the rattle of
musketry. They concluded that the battle bad begun.
The commencement of the battle was the signal agreed
on. The two men descended to the courtyard, as-
sembled the guard, and proceeded to release the pri-
soners, having first themselves plundered the treasure
chest.
The conduct of the prisoners, like that of the police,
was different from what had been anticipated. Like the
police they committed hardly any outrages, and went
peaceably off to their homes. Those whose homes were
in the east made for the bridge, to reach which they had
to pass through the city.
It was about five o'clock in the afternoon, the time
when the streets are most crowded, that groups of
prisoners began to appear. Their appearance and the
clanking of their chains excited consternation ; it was
supposed to indicate that our government was over-
thrown. The shopkeepers hastily removed their goods
to within their shops, closed their shutters, and hurried
off to their homes. As the respectable portion of the
inhabitants retired the rest rose, formed into mobs, and
proceeded to the station to burn and plunder.
Early in the morning most of the English and Eura-
sians had entered the fort; I mean, of course, those who
did not belong to the army, and who had not entered the
militia. An order had been issued, as I have stated,
that admittance into the fort was not to be permitted
till the signal of three guns had been fired, but like many
other orders issued at that time this one was not strictly
attended to.